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wntor dashing against her own sweet
warm young body changed tho cur-
rent of her thoughts the anticipa-
tion of it rather.

Impulsively sho dropped her rod
upon the grass, unpinned her hat,
threw tho fishing basket from her
shoulder. She was wearing a stout
sweater; that, too, joined the rest.
Nervous hands manipulated buttons
and the fastenings. In a few moments
the sweet figure of youth, of beauty,
of purity nnd of Innocence brightened
the sod nnd shed a white luster upon
the green of the grass and moss and
pines, reflecting light to the gray
brown rocks of the range. So Eve
may have looked on some bright Eden
morning. A few steps forward and
this nymph of the woods, this naiad of
the mountains, plunged Into tho clear,
cold waters of tho pool a water
sprite and her fountain!
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lofty elevations look uton tho heav-
ens nlovo and tho earth beneath,
aye and tho um'er the canti
far below. Tomorrow! It. is
erally l i,nwn that ve io not usually
attempt the hich points In lire's ran"
at once, content are we with lower

today.
There wns no sound above her; the

rushing water over the rocks upon
the nearer side she could hear faint-
ly; there was no wind about her to stir
the long needles of the pines. It was
very still, the kind of a stillness of
body which is the outward and visible
complement of that Mlllness of the
soul In which men know God. Thero
had been no earthquake, no storm,
the mountains had not. heaved beneath
her feet, the great nnd strong wind
had not passed by. the rocks had not
been rent and broken, yet Knid caiiKht
herself listening as if for a voice. The
thrill of majesty, silence, loneliness
va ujmjii her. Sue stood one stands
when there Is a chance of meeting-Go-

on the way, one does not kneel
until he comes with hr raised hands
clasped, her head uplifted In exulta-io- n

unspeakable, with
her face to heaven upturned.

"I will lift up mine eyes to tho
bills whence cotneth my ralvation,"
her heart sar.g voicelessly. "We prais't.
Hire, oh, God, we magnify thy holy
name forever," floated through her
brain, In great appreciation of the
marvelous work of tho Almighty shap- -

. X. 0.Ch.tfnfci-v.- . O

325

T. J. Vanzandt,
CHAPTER V.

The Bear, the Man and the Flood.
The water was deep enough to

her dive and the pool was long
enough to enable her to swim a few Barber and Jeweler,
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strokes. Tho first chill or tho ley wa-

ter was soon lost in the vigorous mo-

tions In which she Indulged, but no
more human form, however hardy ami
inured, could long endure that frigid
bath. Reluctantly, yet with the knowl-
edge that sho must go, after one mor.)
sweeping dive and a few magnificent
strokes, she raised her head from t'!
water lapping her white shoulders and
shaking her face clear from the drops
of crystal, faced tho shore. It was no
longer untenanted, sho was no longer
alone.

What she saw startled and alarmed
her beyond measure. Planted on tier
clothes, looking straight at her, hav-
ing come upon her In absolute si-

lence, nothing having given her tho
least warning of his approach, and
now gazing at her with red, hungry,
evil, vicious ees, the eyes of the
covetous filled with tho cruel lust of
desire and carnal possession, and yet
with a glint of surpriso in them, too,
as if he did not know quito what to
make of the white loveliness of this
unwonted apparition flashing so sud-
denly at him out of tho water, this
strango invader of tho domain ot

She was a perfectly toniica womnu very Bnurp, m itua iui n umo
on the ap.cient nobio linos ot Miio more timu a iniin iiie brook whh oniy
rather than the dpRTierato fioftnws n succession of water fall; the bent
of Medlct. She Krw stronRer of llmli Aching was below (ho camp and thu
and fuller of brpnth, quicker and finest woods were deeper in tho canon,
steadier of eyo nnd hand, ronior or She suddenly concluded that nhe
nerve, In these der.iandliiR, eomiieillriK would like to see what was up In that
adventures among the rocks In thl.i unexplored recMon of the country nnd
mountain air. She wan not a tall so, with scarcely n momentary

Indeed slightly under rather tation, she abandoned her former plan
than over tho medium size, but she and bec;an the asrent of tho ran,'p.
was so perfectly proportioned, slip cur- - I'pon decisions so lightly taken
rled herself with tho fearlessness of a what, momentous consequences

chamois, that sho looked taller pend? Whether she should go up the
than sho was. There was not an stream or down tho stream, whether
ounco of superfluous flesh upon her, she should follow tho rivulet to Its
yet she had tho grace of Hebe, the source or descend It to Its mouth,
strength of Tallas Athene, and tli- - was apparently a tnntter of little

of motion of AUtnnta. Had ment, et her whole life turned abso-fh- e

but carried bow and spear, hart lutely upon that decision. The Idlo
she worn tunic and sandals, sho might and unconsldetod choice of the hout;
have stood for Diana and she would was frought with gravest possibilities,
have had no cause to blurb, by coin- - Mad that election been made with any
parlson with the finest model or suspicion, with any foreknowledge, had
Praxiteles' chisel or the mont splen- - 't come as the result of careful rea-dl-

and glowing exumplo of Appelles' soning or far seelnp of probabilities,
brush. It might, have been understandable,

Uncle Robert was delighted with but an Impulse, a whim, tho vagrant
her; his contribution to her western Idea of an bile hour, tho careless
outfit was a small Winchester. She chance of a moment, and behold! a
displayed astonishing aptitude under life Is changed. On one side were
his Instructions and soon became won- - youth and Innocence, freedom and
derfully proficient with that deadly happiness, a happy day, a good rest
weapon and with a revolver also, by the cheerful llro at night; on the
There was little danger to be appre other, peril of life, struggle, love,
hended In the daytime among the Jealousy, self sacrifice, devotion, suffer- -

mountalns, the more experienced mon Ing, knowledge scarcely Eve herself
thought, still It was wlso for the girl when she Btood apple In hand with
always to have a weapon In readiness, Ignorance and pleasure around her
so in her Journeylngs, either the Win- - and enlightenment and sorrow before
Chester was siting from her shoulder her. had greater choice to make,
or carried In her hand, or elso tho Colt How fortunate wo are that the fu- -

dangled at her hip. At llrst she took ture is veiled, that tho psalmist's
both, but flually It was with reluc-- : prayer that ho might know his end
tanco that sho could bo persuaded to and be certified how long he had to
take cither. Nothing had ever hap- - live Is one that will not and cannot
pened. Save for a few birds now and be granted; that it has been given to

Adams Abstract Co. ) 1
which he was solo master und lord
paramount, stood a great, monstrous
frightful looking grizzly bear. Ursus
Horrlbills, Indeed.

He was an aged monarch of the
mountains, reddish brown in color
originally, but now a bonry dirty
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gray. His body was massive and

men Bne naa eeemea the only tenant but One to foresee his own future
of tho wilderness of her choice. for no power apparently could enable

One night after a cnmnlne exneri-- , ns to stand

burly, his legs short, dark colored and
immensely powerful. His broad square
head moved restlessly. His fanged
mouth opened and a low hoarse growl
camo from the red cavern of his
throat. Ho was an old and terrlblo
monster who had tasted tho blood or
man and who would not hesitate to
attack without, provocation, especially

The Girl Stood as It Were on the
Roof of the World.

Ing master hand. Caught up as It
were Into the heavens, her bouI leaped
to meet its maker. Thinking to find
God Bhe waited thoro on tho heaven
kissing bill.

How long she stayed she did not
realize; she took no noto of time; It
did not occur to her even to look at
tho watch on her wrist, sho had swept
the skyline cut oft as It were by tho
peaks when first she came, and when
at last she turned away even dlvln-es- t

moments must have an end sho
looked not backward. She saw not a

''
SAi'.'Tlif-a'iSt- zstts

anything at once so harmless and so
whltely inviting as tho girl In the
pool.

The girl forgot the chill of the water
in the horror of that moment. Alone,
naked, defenseless, lost in the nioun
tains, with the most powerful. Ban
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enceof nearly two weeks In the nioun- - because we are only human beings
tains and Just before the time for not sufficiently alight with the spark
breaking tip nnd going; back to civil- - divine. We wait for the end because
Iratlon, sho announced that early the we must, but thank God wo know it
next morning sho was going down the not until It comes,
canon for a day's fishing excursion. Nothing of this appeared to tho girl

None of the party had ever fob that bright sunny morning. Kate hid
lowed the little river very far, but It

'

in thoso mountains under the guise of
was known that some ten miles below fancy. Ltghtheartcd, carefree, fitted
the stream merged In a lovely gem- - with buoyant Joy over every Tact of
like lake In a sort of crater In the life, she left the flowing water and
mountains. From thence by a series scaled the cliff beyond which in the
of wnter falls It descended through wilderness she was to find after all,
the foothills to tho distant, plains be--

' tho world.
yond. Tho others had arranged to j The ascent was longer and more
climb one especially dangerous an difficult and dangerous than she had
ambition provoking peak which tow-- Imagined when she first confronted It.

red above thorn and which had never I'cr,1!,l,s 11 was 'ndcal and foretold her
brfcre been surmounted so far as ProKrfSS- - Morc than once she had
they knew. Enid enjoyed mountain i t0 R,op nn1 rarcf,,"y "amine the face
climbing. Sho liked tho uplift In feel-- !

of fanon Wft" for a Practicable
fniT thnt rnmn from emitter hirrh trail; more than once she had to ei- -

gulnary and ferocious beast of tho
continent In front of her, sho could
neither fight nor fly; sho could only
wait his pleasure. Ho snuffed at her
clothing a moment and stood with
one fore foot advanced for a second
or two growling deeply, evidently, Fho
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little cloud hid on the horizon behind
the rampart of tho ages, as It were,
no bigger than a man's hand, a cloud
full of portent and which would alarm
greatly tho veteran Klrkby In the
camp and Maitland on the mountain
top. Iloth of them unfortunately wero
unablo to seo It, one being on tho
other side of tho rauge, nnd tho other
deep in the canon, nnd for both of
them as for tho girl the sun still
shone brightly.

The declivity to tho river on the
upper side was comparatively tany
and Enid Maitland went slowly and
thoughtfully down to It until sho
reached the young torrent. She got
tier tackle ready, but did no casting,
as she made her way slowly up tho
ever narrowing, ever rising canon.
She was charmed and thrilled by tho
wild beauty of tho way, the spell of
the mountains was deep uron her.
Thoughtfully she wandered on until
presently she came to another llttlo
amphitheater like that where the
camp was pitched, only smaller.

higher till Borne crest was gained, hut tieo r&irciuasi care in ner cumD,
but she waB a bold and fearless moun-- j

talneer by this time and at last sur--1

mounting every difficulty she stood
panting slightly, a little tired, but
triumphant upon tho summit. BOARD OK DIRECTORS:

S J. B. Hicks. Jesse Nance.

on this occasion they urged her to ac-
company them In vain.

When the fixity of her decision wai
established she had a number of offcm
to accompany her, but declined thera
all, bidding the others go their way.
Mrs. Maitland, who was not feeling
Tory well. 014 Klrkby, who had
climbed too mountains to feel
much Interest int game, and Pete
the horse wraft, who had to look
after the Btrw ;malned in camp;
the others wnu w- - exception of Knld
Btarted at daybreak for their long as-
cent. She waited until the sun wns

J. W. HuPhrs. W. C. Gibson.

The ground was rocky and broken,
the timber line was close above her
and sho judged that sho must be sev-

eral miles from the camp. The canon
wns very crooked, Bhe could see only
a few hundred yards of It in any di-

rection. She scanned her circum-
scribed limited horizon eagerly for the
smoke from the jrreat fire that they
always kept burning In the camp, but
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about an hour high and then hade
n ,a F,Bn of 11 ns vls,blp- She was
vUently a thousand feet above thoKood-by- to the three and hrpnn th.

thought with almost superhuman
keenness of perception, preparing to
leap Into the pool and seize upon her.

The rush of the current as It swirled
about her caused her to sway gently,
otherwise she stood motionless and
apprehensive, awfully expectant. Sho
had mado no sound, and save for that
low growl the great beast had been
equally silent. There was an awful
fixity In tho gazo sho turned upon him
nnd he wavered under It. It nnnoyed
him. It bespoke a little of the dom-
inance of the human. Put sho was
too surprised, too unnerved, too des-
perately frightened to put forth the
full power of mind over matter. There
wns piteous appeal In her gaze. Tho
bear realized this and mastered her
sufficiently.

She did not know whether she was
In the water or in tho air; there were
but two points upon which her con-

sciousness was foenssed in the vast
ellipse of her Imagination. Another
moment or two and all coherency of
thought would be gono. The grizzly
still unsettled and uneasy before her
awful glance, but not deterred by It,
turned its great head sideways a lit-
tle to escape the direct Immobile
stare brought his sharp clawed foot
down heavily and lurched forward.

Scarcely had a minute elapsed In
which all this happened. That huge
threatening heave of the great body
toward her relieved the tension. Sho
found voice at last. Although It was
absolutely futile, Bhe realized as she
cried, her released lips framed the
loud appeal.

"Help! for God's sake."
Although she knew she cried but

Strange to say, the brook or river
here broadened In a little pool per-Jftp- s

twenty feet across; a turn had
thrown n full force of water against
the huge boulder wall and In ages
af effort a giant cup had been hol-
lowed out of the native rock. The
pool was perhaps four or five feet
leep,tho rocky bottom worn smooth. We Solicit a Share of Your PatronageTho clearing was upon tho opposite

descent of the canon. Traveling light, river whenco she had come. Her
for she was going far farther, indeed, standing ground was a rocky ridge
than she knew she left her Winches- - which fell away more gently on the
ter at home, but carried the revolver other side for perhaps two hundred
with the fishing- - tackle and substantial fact toward tho same brook. Sho
luncheon. could see through vIstaR In the trees

Now the river a river by courtesy 'he uptossed peaks of the main range,
only and tho canon turned sharply bare, chaotic, snow crowned, lonely,
back on themselves Just beyond the majestic, terrible,
llttlo meadow where the camp was The awe of tho everlasting hills is
pitched. Tast the tents that had been greater than that of heaving eas.
their home for this Joyous period the Save In tho infrequent periods of calm,

side and the banks' wero heavllr
Eaws&Lvarasinssriwooded beyond the spur of the rock

which formed the back of the pool.
She could see the trout In It. She
made ready to try her fortune, but
before she did so an Idea camo to
her daring, unconventional, extraor-
dinary, begot of Innocence nnd

Vacation Time is Near
river ran quo eaBi ror a tew nunared "e lauer always moves; the rooun-- !
feet, after which It curved sharply, tains are tho same for all time. The
doubled back and flowed westward ocean Is quick, noisy, living; the
for several miles before It gradually mountains are calm, still dead!
swung around to the east on Its prop- - Tho girl stood as It were on the
er course again. roof of the world, a solitary human

It had been Enid's purpose to cut being, so far as she know, in the eye
across the hills and strike the river of Cod above her. Ah, but the eyes
where It turned eastward once more, divine look long and see far; things
avoiding the long detour back. In beyond the human ken are all t,

she had declared her Intention vealed. None of tho party bad ever
of doing that to Klrkby and he had come this far from tho camp In this
given her careful directions so that direction sho knew. And she was

to the bleak walls of the canon, the

Tho water of course was very cold,
but Bho had been accustomed all her
life to taking a bath at tho natural
temperature of the water at whatever
season. She knew that the only peo-
ple In that wilderness were the mem-
bers of her own party, three of them
fvere at the camp below; tho others
were ascending a mountain miles
awny. The canon was deep sunk, and
Fhe satisfied herself by careful obser-
vation that the pool was not over-
looked by any elevations far or rear.

Her ablutions in common wim
thopo of the rest of the campers had
been by piecemeal of necessity. Here
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tains. relieved, to observo that maic-stl- c soli

Hut she had plenty of time and no
excuse or reason for saving it, she
never tired of the charm of the canon;
therefore, Instead of plunging directly

tude.
Surveying the great range she won-

dered where the peak climbers might
le. Kern sighted though she was, she
could not discover them. The crestover the spur of the range, she fol- -

litlk'uft fho familiar troll onH off ckn fTi.it tl.nv i a d lr t i r. e u i H. A. COOPER, D. P. A.,
114 West Fourth Joplin, Missouri.

drooping pines, the rushing river, the
distant heaven, the appeal went forth
nccompanleu by the mightiest con-
juration known to man.

"For God's sake, help!"
How dare poor humanity so plead,

the doubter cries. What is It to God
If one Buffers, another bleeds, another
dies? What answer could come out of
that Bllrnt sky? Sometimes the Lord
annaks with the loud voice cf men's
fashioning, instead of In that still
whisper which is his own, and the
sound of which we fall to catch be-
cause of our own Ignoble babble.

The answer to her prayer came
with a roar in her nervous frightened
ear like a clap of thunder. Ere the
first echo of It died away, It was suc-
ceeded by another and another and
another, echoing, rolling, reverberat-
ing among the rocks In ever dimlnlsh- -

hut Inn drawn out Dealt

was an opportunity for a plunge In a
natural bath tub. She was as certain
that fhe would be under no observa-
tion as If she were In tho privacy or
her own chamber. Here agnln impulse
dc'ermlned the end. In spite of her
assurance there was some little ap-
prehension In the glance that she cast
about her, but it soon vanished. There
was no one. She was absolutely
filcne. Th3 pool and the chance of
tlie plunge had brought her down to
firth again; the thought of the

rhiurxin of the ture cold

V. vv nun uu4 ui iv i pud ... " v m nrwiyuuf, liJ ill HU'
had passed westward far beyond the other direction hidden by a nearer
limits of the camp to the turning, she gPr. She was In the very heart of
decided, In accordance with that ut-- the mountains; peaks and ridges rose
terly Irresponsible thing, a woman"s U about her so much so that the gen- -

will, that she would not go down the eral dlnintlon of the great range was
canon that day after all, but that she lost. She was at the center of a far j

would cross back over the range and ur)l? cocavity of crest and range. She
strike the river a few miles above the marked one towering point to the right
camp and go up the canon. of her that rose massively grand above

She bad been np In that direction a all the others. Tomorrow she would
few times, but only for a short dls- - ",,mh n ,J,,t h nolot and Lromji--.
Um..ii thq ascent bor .tat ?amp
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